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Alberta’s Credit Unions provide sponsorship for the Co-operative Youth Program

¢ Alberta's Credit Unions

Alberta’s Credit Unions have announced a sponsorship grant to ACCA for the ACCA
Co-operative Youth Program. The ACCA’s funds will be used to develop and enhance the
program’s co-op/credit union curriculum.

The Alberta Community and Co-operative Association would like to thank Alberta’s
Credit Unions for this sponsorship.

More further information, please contact the ACCA office at 780.451.5959, or

acca@acca.coop.

Two new Alberta co-ops

In the last quarter of 2006, two new co-ops were incorporated in Alberta. The
Harambee Co-op is made up of a group of recent immigrants from east Africa
who have formed a community based worker co-op with the overall purpose of
promoting the economic well-being of its members. The objectives of the Co-op
include to facilitate the economic establishment of the members and to facilitate
the social and economic inclusion of African immigrants and refugees in Canadian
society in a sustainable manner. Their business will focus on exporting and
distributing used goods (shoes and clothing) in eastern Africa, including Uganda,
Kenya and Tanzania.

The Alberta Community Economic Development Network Co-operative has
been in informal existence for five years, and has now formally incorporated as a co-
operative. The Network provides resources, training and support to those interested
in the community economic development sector. The founding general meeting of
the Network will take place on May 11, 2007 in Red Deer.
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ACCA announces 2007 co-op development grants

V The Alberta Community & Co-operative Association (ACCA) is pleased to
For more information on the announce a new round of co-op development grants available through the federal
grant application process, please Co-operative Development Initiative program. The grants are intended for technical

contact Carol Murray at

(780) 426-7959 or accainfo@telus. assistance for poth nevy c0o-ops starting up .and for existing co-ops that a_re looking
net - or visit our website at www. to expand their operations. The grant maximum was $2,500. The deadline for
Gy applications was February 28, 2007. Look for the April News and Views when the

grant recipients will be announced.

Canadian Worker’'s Co-op Federation conference a success!

V The Canadian Worker’s Co-op Federation conference, held in Edmonton in
For conference _proceedings,visit November 2006, was “a resounding success” according to Hazel Corcoran, Executive
the CWCF website: Director of the CWCF. More than 50 representatives attended the conference from

WWw.coopzone.coop/en/ : ] ) .
node/504 across the country as well as internationally. The conference organizers were thrilled

to have Javier Salaberria from Mondragon in Spain deliver several keynote addresses
on how they have overcome challenges and become the standard bearer for worker
co-op success around the world.

SACHA hires new Executive Director

The Southern Alberta Co-operative Housing Association has hired Brenda Tewiel as their new
Executive Director. Brenda has lived in a housing co-op in Calgary for over 20 years.
Her e-mail address is sachag9@telus.net.
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ACCA Co-operative Youth Program launches 2007 summer program

V

For more information, go to
www.acca.coop/youthcamps.html

This year the ACCA is again planning to train more than 300 young people to
be leaders in their communities. Started in 1959, the ACCA Co-operative Youth
Program develops the leadership and entrepreneurial skills of Alberta’s rural and
urban young people. The program upholds the value of education and awareness of
the agriculture industry, while encouraging community leadership and participation
in democratic organizations, such as co-operatives.

ACCA Co-op Merit Awards 2007

V

For a copy of the nomination
package, visit ACCA’s website at
www.acca.coop/MeritAward07.pdf.
The deadline for nominations is
April 15, 2007.

The ACCA has released the nomination package for its 2007 Merit Award.
This is an honorary award for outstanding co-operative achievement of a local,
provincial and national nature. It will be presented to a maximum of three deserving
individual(s) and/or group(s) at ACCA’s Annual General Meeting in May 2007.
Each recipient receives a commemorative plaque.

BC and Alberta (BALTA) Social Economy Research project

ACCA is participating in a national research project on the Social Economy
funded by the federal government’s Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council. The project is divided into 5 geographic research nodes. BC and Alberta
have combined to form the BALTA node. BALTA members met recently in Vancouver
to develop workplans for the upcoming year. The research will include mapping
social economy activity in both provinces, including co-op activity.
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CSE Telelearning Series

For more information, please visit
the CSEHub Telelearning webpage
www.socialeconomynetwork.
ca/hub/index.php?page
id=265&Ip lang pref=en.

The Canadian Social Economy Hub (CSE Hub) promotes collaboration among
six research centres across Canada. The CSEHub reaches out to practitioners, to
researchers and to civil society through these regional research centres and their
community partners. It undertakes research as needed in order to understand and
promote the Social Economy tradition within Canada and as a subject of academic
enquiry within universities.

As part of its mandate, the CSE Hub is offering a telelearning series on topics of
interest to those involved with the social economy. Sessions 1 & 2 outlined Social
Economy 101 and Session 3 dealt with Food Security issues. Audio downloads from
these sessions are available on the CSE Hub Telelearning web site. Be sure to check out the
web site periodically for the next telearning session. There are a limited number of
phone lines, so register early!

International Food Symposium 2007
Thursday and Friday, March 22-23, 2007

For more information about
the symposium go to Www.
theinnovators.net/food2007/

registration.php

Roundup Centre, Calgary Stampede Grounds, Calgary, Alberta

This year’s symposium to be held at the Roundup Centre, Calgary Stampede
Grounds, will showcase the growing health and wellness trend and the challenges
and opportunities it presents in the food industry.

The focus this year is the Health Conscious Consumer. The symposium will
present the very latest in global food trends, a fresh perspective on the global food
market and world-class, international speakers presenting key issues and ideas.
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