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The North East Gas Co-op Ltd. is a member-owned natural gas distribution utility

Chairperson:  Ray Gignac organized to provide natural gas service to the rural Bonnyville /Cold Lake area. The

Vice-Chair:  Victor Verrier 3,000 member customer base consists of residences, schools, welding shops, oil well

Sec-Treas.:  Ronald A. Fox . . . ..

Manager - el Far sites, a fish hatchery, daycare centers, casino, farms, community halls, fabricating shops,
P.Eng. MMCCU greenhouses, service stations, a health center, grain dryers, stores, office buildings,

churches, fire halls and airport facilities found in this rural area.
Governance of the co-op is provided by a nine member Board of Directors with an
executive committee, H.R. Committee and Finance Committee. The mission of the co-

Box 7249, Bonnyville AB T9N 2H6
Phone: 780.826.4002

Fax: 780.826.2095

Email: negas@telus.net op is to provide safe, reliable, natural gas service at an economical cost and to provide this

service in accordance with traditional co-operative values.

Alberta Farm & Ranch Directory

Alberta Farm & Ranch Directories are now available. You can get them on-line at
www.acca.coop or by contacting Dianne (phone 780.963.3766 or e-mail dschoepp@
acca.coop) to request copies.

You’ll notice a lot of changes from last year. These changes came from a thorough
review and consultation with many of our stakeholders — you, our readers, as well as
the many listers and advertisers who support us in publishing this great directory. The
result was a complete redesign and a significant increase in listings, making this the most
comprehensive directory of rural and agriculture-related services and organizations
available in Alberta. We trust you’ll enjoy the articles and fun facts and we’re certain
you’ll take advantage of our new Calendar of Events and Farmers’ Market listings. If you
require more copies please call our office at 780.963.3766

The directory is available on the ACCA website at www.acca.coop.


http://www.acca.coop
mailto:dschoepp@acca.coop
mailto:dschoepp@acca.coop
http://www.acca.coop/
mailto:negas@telus.net
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In our last newsletter we advised that July 31, 2009 is the application deadline
for grants under the federally funded Co-operative Development Initiative’s (CDI)
Innovative Co-operative Projects. The funding is available for co-operative development
related to:

— Agriculture, including farmer-driven projects for value-added agriculture and

biofuels

— Rural/northern community development

— Innovative goods and services, including innovative uses of technology

— Capacity building and sustainability

Details and a downloadable application form are available at:
www.coopscanada.coop/en/coopdev/CDI/Innovative-Co-operative-Projects

Groups that are pursuing the development of a co-operative or existing co-operatives

are both eligible.

Groups that are successful will receive their funding in the fall of 2009. The next
round of funding will have a deadline of November 30, 2009. Funding for that round of
successtul applicants will be provided in April 2010.

The CDI is a partnership program between the Canadian Co-operative Association
(CCA), the Conseil Canadien de la coopération et de la mutualité (CCCM) , and the
tederal government’s Co-operatives Secretariat.


http://www.coopscanada.coop/en/coopdev/CDI/Innovative-Co-operative-Projects

Upcoming ACCA Workshops

Please keep an eye on the website
for further information or call
Dianne at 780.963.3766 or e-mail
dschoepp@acca.coop

ACCA Workshop brochures will be coming out at the end of July. This year there are
five workshops available to attend.
e (Co-operative Basics e Financial Analysis and Planning for
e Parliamentary Procedures Non-Financial Managers
e The Essentials of Board Governance e Financial Analysis and Planning for

Non-Financial Managers — Advanced

Ag Update for Professionals

Dates for the seminars are:
October 26, 2009 — Grande Prairie
October 27, 2009 - Lloydminster
October 28, 2009 - Saskatoon
October 29, 2009 — Medicine Hat
October 30, 2009 - Lethbridge
November 2, 2009 — Edmonton
November 3, 2009 — Red Deer
November 4, 2009 - Calgary

More information will be coming
out at the beginning of August. If
you have any questions, please
call Dianne at 780-963-3766 or
e-mail dschoepp@acca.coop.

This year’s seminar is featuring a “bit of a twist”. In the morning we are focusing on
a number of pertinent issues that you as accountants are facing. With the ever expanding
complexities of agricultural business we have decided to offer a primer on some
significant “how-to” options. We will discuss how to optimize personal loss utilization,
capital dividend accounting, and will include a section on various technological traps
and opportunities. Under this section we will have a general discussion of the technical
issues, when to recognize it and how to avoid it.

For part of the afternoon we have decided to offer a select-a-session. One topic will
be a refresher on the “top 10” strategies that all accountants and advisors need to know
when dealing farm clients. Topics range from farm property transfer rules and income
tax filing tips to some unique estate planning options.

On the flip side we are going to offer a technical refresher on partnerships,

“the forgotten opportunity”. We will focus on the “nuts and bolts” of family farm
partnerships including recent updated planning opportunities.

After these two select-a-sessions the seminar will reconvene into a single room to end
with a discussion on agriculture issues and our farmer’s “tips and traps” section.

To accommodate this year’s agenda, I am pleased to have as guest lecturers Mr. Dean
Gallimore with Colin Miller from KPMG and Mr. Greg Gartner with Tim Kirby from
Felesky Flynn.
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It is hard to believe that the fifth Co-operative Youth Program of the summer is
currently running at the Goldeye Centre. Registrations are still being taken for the
Youth B and Teen C programs; however, space is limited. If you still wish to register,
a participant registration form can be found at www.acca.coop/YouthBrochure09.pdf.
Please contact the ACCA office at 780-963-3766 for full details.

50 Years of Co-operative Youth Programming

The Alberta Community and Co-operative Association is celebrating the 50" Anniversary
of the Co-operative Youth Program. Whether you know it by the REDA Co-operative Youth
Program, ACCA Co-operative Youth Program or Goldeye Youth Program it is all the same

and we are celebrating 50 exciting years of success. If you are a previous or current participant,
volunteer staff member or sponsor we are looking for you! Join us in our celebration from
November 6-8, 2009. Family games and activities will be hosted throughout the weekend. We
will be having a GALA evening on Saturday November 7, 2009 which will include dinner,
entertainment, a dance, and a silent auction. Please contact the ACCA office to register or
to book a room at Goldeye Centre. If you are interested in donating to the silent auction,
please contact the ACCA office. All proceeds will go towards the ACCA Co-operative Youth
Program. Additional information will be posted to our website as it becomes available. Help us
make this an UNFORGETTABLE event!

Start Time: Friday, November 6, 2009 at 7:00pm

End Time: Sunday, November 8, 2009 at 11:00am

Location: Goldeye Centre

City/Town: Nordegg, AB

Phone: (780)963-3766

Email: acca@acca.coop
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Co-op Supporters Respond to Newspaper Critique of Co-op Model
A newspaper article critical of co-ops has generated a flurry of responses from co-op

leaders, supporters and academics across the country.

The article, by University of Toronto philosophy professor Joseph Heath, was first
published in the Ottawa Citizen on May 27 under the headline “Economics for Lefties”.
It later appeared in three other Canwest newspapers, the Edmonton Journal, the
Montreal Gazette and the Vancouver Sun. The article criticized the co-op model and
was particularly critical of worker co-ops, arguing that they “create unemployment”
rather than stimulate the economy.

Within a few days, the newspapers’ opinion pages were filled with articles and letters
refuting Professor Heath’s critique. They included an article by Ottawa social policy
researcher John Baglow and letters to the editor from Carol Hunter, Executive Director
of the Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA), Hazel Corcoran, Executive Director
of the Canadian Worker Co-operative Federation (CWCEF), Jason Foster, Director of
Policy Analysis for the Alberta Federation of Labour and Dr. Sonja Novkovic, economics
professor at St. Mary’s University in Halifax.

The Lay of the Land: Local Food Initiatives in Canada
The Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) has recently released a research
report, The Lay of the Land: Local Food Initiatives in Canada, which provides an initial

overview of local food initiatives in this country. The report charts the geographical
distribution and types of activities that make up Canada’s local food movement,
including co-operatives and umbrella organizations. The research was conducted
between September 2008 and January 2009 by a CCA intern, Adrian Egbers and
overseen by Lynne Markell, CCA Government Affairs and Public Policy advisor.
The research shows that Canada is home to a vibrant local food movement, with
local food initiatives in every province. The report documents over 2,300 local food


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=w89jh7cab.0.0.euuattcab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ottawacitizen.com%2FBusiness%2FEconomics%2Blefties%2F1633305%2Fstory.html&id=preview
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initiatives in Canada, with 227 of them (10 per cent) organized as co-operatives. There
are 24 umbrella organizations that work to organize and strengthen Canada’s local food
initiatives.

Click here to download a PDF version of the report. For more information, contact
Lynne Markell 238-6711 ext. 204 or lynne.markell@coopscanada.coop.

Commemorative Book, A Century Of Co-operation, Now Available

One of the highlights of the Canadian Co-operative Association’s National Congress
in Ottawa was the launch of A Century of Co-operation, a commemorative book by
Canada’s pre-eminent co-op historian, Ian MacPherson.

The 234-page book chronicles the history of Canada’s co-operative movement
through text and images from the movement’s beginnings to the present day. The book
can be ordered from CCA’s website at www.coopscanada.coop/en/about_cca/100th/
Commemorative-book. The cost is $50 plus GST.

Vancity, Mec And Desjardins On ‘Best Corporate Citizens’ List

Vancity Credit Union, Mountain Equipment Co-op and Desjardins Group have been
cited among Canada’s 50 “Best Corporate Citizens” for 2009.

The “Best Corporate Citizens list” is issued annually by Corporate Knights,
an independent Canadian media company focused on promoting and reinforcing

sustainable development. Companies are judged on a variety of factors relating to their
environmental and social business practices.

Vancity placed fourth on the 2009 “Best Corporate Citizens” list, while Mountain
Equipment Co-op placed 19th and Desjardins 24th.

Mountain Equipment Co-op Surpasses Three Million Members
Mountain Equipment Co-op (MEC), one of Canada’s largest co-operatives and a
leading retailer of outdoor clothing, gear and services, now has more than three million

members.
MEC has been consistently growing in recent years; on average, 10,000 people
become MEC members each month. Over the past five years, the co-op has achieved
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a growth rate of eight per cent. The rate has remained unaffected by the recession,
demonstrating the strength of the MEC brand.

“Today one in 10 adult Canadians is a MEC member,” said MEC CEO David
Labistour. “This figure clearly demonstrates our success at attracting and serving our
members by providing a wide selection of quality outdoor clothing and gear.”

MEC is also planning to expand its operations to meet the growing demands of its
membership base. The co-op opened its 12th retail location in Burlington, Ontario in
November and is currently building its 13th in Montreal, on the city’s South Shore.

New Farm Loan Legislation Receives Royal Assent

The Canadian Agricultural Loans Act (CALA) which will allow more agricultural co-
ops to take advantage of federal government loans, has received Royal Assent and is now
law.

CALA, formerly known as the Farm Improvement and Marketing Co-operatives
Loans Act (FIMCLA), gives farmers greater access to credit and makes agricultural co-
operatives with a majority of farmer members (50 per cent +1) eligible for loans. Under
the previous program, loans were limited to co-ops owned 100 per cent by farmers.

For more information about CALA, visit www.agr.gc.ca/cala.

Federal Agriculture Program Renewed

The federal government has announced the renewal and renaming of the Advancing
Canadian Agriculture and Agri-Food (ACAAF) program.

Now called the Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program or CAAP, this program
will have $163 million over five years to fund projects that will assist the agricultural
sector to “quickly adapt to changes, respond to emerging issues and seize new
opportunities.”

CAAP projects can be national, regional or multi-regional in scope, with the majority
of the funding managed by 14 industry councils in every province and territory. The
industry councils such as the Manitoba Rural Adaptation Council or the Investment

Agriculture Foundation of BC are independent, non-profit organizations composed of
representatives of farming, processing, and farm supply.
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Co-operatives are eligible to apply, but the program encourages applicants to work
in partnerships across the value chain — farmers, processors, distributors, and retailers —
to develop and use innovative solutions and to explore new market opportunities. For
more information about CAAP, contact Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at
caap-pcaa@asgr.gc.ca.

More Nonprofits Using Social Networking Sites: New US Report

A new report on how US nonprofit organizations are using social networking has
been made available by the Nonprofit Technology Network, Common Knowledge, and
ThePort™ Network, Inc.

The Nonprofit Social Network Survey Report reveals that, although large numbers of
nonprofits are using social networking sites, particularly Facebook, their communities on
the sites remain relatively small. The report explores the tactics being used by nonprofits
on social networking sites, how they are allocating staff hours to develop their programs,
and how much revenue they are generating. For more information, and to download
the full report, visit www.commonknow.com.

Pre-Budget Consultations Planned for This Fall

The House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance is inviting all Canadians to
participate in pre-budget consultations which will take place this fall.
The Committee will be focusing on two questions, both of which are of interest to co-
operators:

e What federal tax and program spending measures are needed to ensure prosperity
and a sustainable future for Canadians from an economic, social and /or
environmental perspective?

e What federal stimulus measures have been effective and how might relatively
ineffective measures be changed to ensure that they have the intended effects?
The Committee will begin its hearings in Ottawa during the week of September 21.
Hearings will also take place in Vancouver, Edmonton, Yellowknife, Summerside, St.

John’s, Quebec City, Regina, Winnipeg and Toronto. Click here for more details and a
full schedule of the hearings.
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Individuals and organizations wishing to appear before the Committee should send
an e-mail to fina@parl.gc.ca no later than Friday, July 31. The deadline to submit the
accompanying written brief'is Friday, August 14.

Co-Ops In China Gung Ho For 70 Years

June 29 marks the 70th anniversary of the International Committee for the Promotion
of Chinese Industrial Cooperatives, also known as Gung Ho (“work together”).

The organization has championed member-driven, democratic co-operatives in China

since its founding in 1939, when its original aim was to organize unemployed workers
and refugees to support the Chinese people’s war of resistance against Japan. It was
revived in 1987 following a hiatus during the Mao Tse-tung era.

The unique role of Gung Ho co-operatives won such international acclaim in the early
years that the term “Gung Ho: entered the English language as denoting whole-hearted
dedication to a meaningful cause.

The Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) has worked with Gung Ho for the past
ten years to promote co-operative growth and development in China.

Credit Unions Create New Social Media Tool

A new social media tool has been developed as a communications vehicle for Canadian
credit unions.

CUINNOVATE - www.cuinnovate.ca — is an online community where credit unions
can discuss topical issues and share innovative ideas that benefit the credit union system.

On the site, credit union employees can blog about issues they are facing and can be
provided with online feedback. There are also open forum topics where credit unions can
“get together” and discuss issues.

Other features of the site include a Twitter page, and RSS feed and the opportunity to
share credit union photos through Flickr. Membership on the site is free.

CUINNOVATE is the brainchild of three credit union leaders: Robert Leaker, Vice-
President of Innovation and Emerging Markets at Meridian Credit Union in Ontario;
Shawna Miller, Vice-President Marketing at Affinity Credit Union in Saskatchewan and
Ed Brett, Ecommerce Channel Manager at Westminster Savings Credit Union in British
Columbia.
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Will 2012 Be the International Year of Co-operatives? ol
The United Nations General Assembly will consider a resolution to make 2012 Search
the Year of Co-operatives at its next meeting in October 2009.
The World Council of Credit Unions (WOCCU) and other co-operative
organizations have been encouraging the UN to designate 2012 as a year to recognize

the benefits co-operatives bring to society.

Last month, WOCCU participated in a UN experts group which met for three days
to examine the role and capabilities of co-operatives, including credit unions. The
meeting was held in response to a UN resolution entitled “Co-operatives in Social
Development”, which first introduced the concept of an International Year of Co-
operatives.

“Declaring 2012 as the International Year of Co-operatives would shine a more
intense light on co-operatives and credit unions worldwide,” said WOCCU President
and CEO Pete Crear. “Such a ‘blessing’ by the UN and its member governments
would lead to greater support for co-operatives and credit unions, enabling them to
better serve members.”
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Canada and European Community End WTO Dispute on Genetically Modified Organisms [%%3
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The Honourable Stockwell Day, Minister of International Trade and Minister for
the Asia-Pacific Gateway, today announced that Canada and the European Community
(EC) have agreed to end a six-year World Trade Organization dispute regarding the
approval and marketing of biotechnology products, or genetically modified organisms
(GMO:s). Resolving this dispute means improved market access for commercially
produced Canadian agricultural GMO products, particularly canola seed.

“Today’s resolution on GMOs shows that the WTO dispute settlement process
works,” said Minister Day. “Canadian canola producers now have greater access to
European markets. In ending this long-standing dispute, the European Community has
committed to an ongoing dialogue with Canada on biotechnology that will continue
to help improve market access and avoid unnecessary obstacles to trade. This is positive

news for Canadian producers of all agricultural GMO products.”

“Canadian farmers are the best in the world at producing healthy, high-quality
canola,” said the Honourable Gerry Ritz, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food. “Our
government always stands up for Canadian farm families, and it is good to see that the
European Community is implementing the WTO panel’s ruling. Reopened access to the
European Community means Canadian farm families will have more buyers bidding on
their canola.”

In 2003, Canada, the United States and Argentina launched separate WT'O
challenges to the EC’s delays in approving GMOs. Under the mutually agreed solution
between Canada and the EC, officials will meet twice a year to proactively discuss issues
related to biotechnology and the trade in agriculture and agri-food products. Through
these discussions, Canada will continue to promote the interests of Canadian farmers
and exporters.

In the early 1990s, before European countries began restricting imports of
genetically modified products, Canadian canola exports to the EC showed increasingly
strong potential, peaking at $425 million in 1994.



Fire Hazard Reduction and Forest Health Program ($5.75 million) Call for Project G
Proposals due July 31, 2009. Search

In June, a federal-provincial investment of $30 million was announced by Western
Economic Diversification Canada, Labour Canada and Alberta Sustainable Resource
Development. These funds will provide an immediate economic stimulus for Alberta
communities by reducing their susceptibility to wildfire.

The funds will enable the Forest Resource Improvement Association of Alberta
(FRIAA) to implement FireSmart initiatives that reduce the risk of wildfire and enhance
forest health over the next two years. At this time, $5.75 million is available under
FRIAA’s Fire Hazard Reduction and Forest Health Program and FRIAA has issued
a Call for Project Proposals with a Proposal Summary Application and Schedule of
Terms and Conditions (EDM 739960). Project proposals up to $1.0 million will be
considered and all Alberta First Nations are eligible to apply.

Five (5) project proposal submissions (1 original and 4 copies) must be submitted to
FRIAA by Friday, July 31, 2009. More information is available from FRIAA at:

Phone: 780.429.5873

Fax: 780.429.4026

Email: admin@friaa.ab.ca

Website: www.friaa.ab.ca



mailto:admin@friaa.ab.ca
http://www.friaa.ab.ca/

Calgary Co-op Kids Zone o
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On June 29th, CEO Ken McCullough and the CEO of the Calgary Zoo, Dr.
Clement Lanthier, jointly announced during a groundbreaking ceremony at the zoo,
that Calgary Co-op and the Calgary Zoo are partnering to construct a new Calgary Co-
op Kids Zone at the Calgary Zoo. The event was attended by board members, senior
management and employees from both organizations (see photo). The June 30th issue
of The Cﬂlgm’y Hemld also contained a story and photo of the CEOs in its City and

i . et Region section about the groundbreaking ceremony. As you
know from my previous reports, Calgary Co-op is the exclusive
sponsor of the Calgary Co-op Kids Zone in an arrangement that
will carry on for the next 20 years. Calgary Co-op will provide
funds to construct this new area at the zoo. Construction will
begin in September of this year, with an expected completion
date of summer 2010. The Calgary Co-op Kids Zone will be
located near the elephant enclosure and the main concession
area at the zoo. The Calgary Co-op Kids Zone will feature

an animal conservation theme. The main attraction will be a
handcrafted wooden carousel with replicas of various animal
species (some extinct; most endangered). The carousel will also

feature our very own Co-oparoo mascot as one of the figurines,
along with other animals such as the silverback gorilla. The children’s train that tours
around the zoo today will also be identified as part of the Calgary Co-op Kids Zone
and its new boarding station will be located in this area. This new sponsorship with
the Calgary Zoo is being managed through Member and Public Relations as part of the
company’s community investment program. Updates about the project will be provided
by Member and Public Relations as work progresses.



